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paragraphs on differential diagnosis which mention and contrast 
the various conditions which may be confounded. The subjects 
are grouped under the proper divisions and a brief general dis¬ 
cussion precedes each section, while in the case of gastrointestinal 
and renal diseases and blood diseases the diagnostic technique is 
described so that methods of clinical diagnosis in common use are 
to be found. 

The volume is so arranged and its contents are of such a high 
character that it should be of service to the physician whose time is 
so occupied that he cannot consult the larger text-books, or to one 
who wishes merely to refresh his knowledge and to fix in his mind 
the essential facts freed from details. F. W. S. 


Burdett’s Hospitals and Charities, 1905: Being the Year 
Book of Philanthropy and the Hospital Annual. By 
Sir Henry Burdett, K.C.B. London: The Scientific Press, 
(Ltd.). 

This invaluable work has established itself so firmly as an 
absolute necessity for those who are interested in hospitals and 
charitable enterprises that it hardly needs an extended review. 
It not only presents a street directory, but it gives the executive 
staffs, the number of patients, income and expenditure of practically 
every hospital and institution dealt with. Each year has seen some 
improvement in the general arrangement of the work, rendering it 
more useful, and the vast amount of information within it more 
accessible. It covers practically every charitable institution in 
Great Britain, the British Colonies, and the United States, including 
not only hospitals and institutions concerned in the care of the 
sick, but also orphanages, homes, and aid and rescue societies. 
The information contained within it is so carefully compiled from 
authoritative sources that it may be absolutely relied on. J. H. G. 


Radiotherapy and Phototherapy. By Charles .Warrenne 
Allen, M.D. Illustrated with 131 engravings and 27 plates in 
colors and monochrome. New York and Philadelphia: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1904. 

Dr. Allen has devoted the major part of his work to radio¬ 
therapy, in which his experience with the Roentgen rays is most exten¬ 
sive. He gives sufficient explanation of the principles and apparatus. 
to render the subject^clearjo hjs readers without too much elabora- 
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tion of detail, which is often more confusing than helpful. His 
chapter on methods of administration and protection are valuable 
to every operator, while his warning against the dangers to the 
operator himself are timely, though possibly not sufficiently strong. 
This subject is one which should receive special emphasis from every 
author who desires to further the best interests of those he would 
instruct. Medical and surgical diagnosis receive a concise review 
as is fitting in a work primarily devoted to therapy. 

In the description of technique, the author appreciates keenly the 
necessity of developing a more accurate method of dosage, and 
strives to indicate methods by which it can be attained. Progress is 
the characteristic of this method of therapy at the present time, and 
so rapid is this progress that it demands almost quarterly editions 
to keep pace with the advances in technique. More accurate instru¬ 
ments for measuring dose are already at hand, and their character 
and use will doubtless appear in the next edition, as also the varia¬ 
tions in technique, which adapt this therapeutic agent to the various 
manifestations of malignant disease in superficial and deep situa¬ 
tions. The reason why therapeutic action takes place on the oppo¬ 
site side of the surface treated, as the ear or nose, will then be 
explained. 

The chapters on Light, Actinotherapy, Radioactivity, and High- 
frequency Currents are timely, but serve to show that those thera¬ 
peutic agents are inferior to the Roentgen rays, both because they 
are much' slower in action and. because their potency is vastly 
inferior. 

The work, on the whole, leaves little to be desired, though it is 
fair to say that at the present time the best views and latest technique 
can hardly be expected outside of current literature. It is impos¬ 
sible to teach experience in a book, but the author’s aim should be 
to give his readers all the knowledge he can gather that will further 
their search for experience. C. L. L. 


Manual of Physiological and Clinical Chemistry. By Elias 
H. Bartley, B.S., M.D., Ph.G., Professor of Chemistry, Tox¬ 
icology and Pediatrics in the Long Island College Hospital; author 
of Medical and Pharmaceutical Chemistry. Second edition, 
revised and enlarged, with 47 illustrations. Philadelphia: P. 
Blaldston’s Son & Co., 1904. 

This book of 188 pages contains a great many things and many 
more subjects are treated than one would judge from its title. A 
large part of the book is taken up by a description of methods used 
in*clinical chemistry and clinical diagnosis. Many of the methods 



